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Stockholm Furniture Fair 2009 
DuPont and John Sebastian present a revolutionary k itchen 
concept using DuPont™ Corian® and DuPont™ Zodiaq® 
 
At the Stockholm Furniture Fair 2009, DuPont is pro ud to present Haptech , an 
innovative kitchen concept from the Danish star des igner John Sebastian – listed by 
Wallpaper as one of the top 20 designers in the wor ld. This kitchen challenges 
conventional forms and explores the functional and aesthetic properties of the high-
performance materials DuPont™ Corian® and DuPont™ Z odiaq®.  
 
– For the creation of Haptech, I investigated how people relate to kitchens and orientate 
themselves in them. The need to create sense and meaning in our surroundings leads to 
reflection on how one behaves in different rooms, and I wanted this kitchen to be in line with 
human behaviour. At the same time, Haptech is technically advanced and its form and 
configuration challenge traditional kitchen norms. My ambition was to make use of both 
technical and socially oriented solutions to present a kitchen with a more human and 
attractive appearance that melds with a room in a natural way, explains John Sebastian.  
  

 
 

Three important functions are spread across Haptech. First and foremost is the preparation 
of food and dishwashing. These are accompanied by storage facilities and then the function 
for eating, where one can sit and eat. The storage cupboards, cooker, refrigerator and 
freezer are positioned against the wall behind the island.  
 

DuPont™ Corian® has been available for over 40 years and has been used by many well-
known international architects and designers thanks to its durability, adaptable nature and 
soft aesthetics.  
 
Its design flexibility in particular made it possible to realise John Sebastian’s ideas regarding 
the form of the main body of Haptech. The work surface is manufactured from DuPont™ 
Zodiaq®, which provides an interesting contrast. The DuPont™ Zodiaq® material is 
presented in public for the very first time in Sweden at this year’s furniture fair. It is a high-
performance, decorative surface material that combines the strength, beauty and rawness of 
natural quartz with a superior smoothness in its structure and tone.  
 

– The characteristic soft, white and sensual surface of DuPont™ Corian® is the perfect 
match for the cool, black and smooth DuPont™ Zodiaq® worktops, comments John 
Sebastian. 
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About John Sebastian  (www.johnsebastian.dk) 
John Sebastian is a visionary and humanistic industrial 
designer. His holistic view of design demonstrates a 
multifaceted understanding of the historical and cultural 
contexts of human behaviour. 
 
John Sebastian’s work ranges from the design of kitchens 
and furniture to electrical products and lamps – always 
striking a balance between new technology, ergonomics 

and human characteristics. He has won an array of international design contests and has 
worked for renowned companies such as Fritz Hansen, Kundalini, Royal Copenhagen and 
Samsung Electronics in Europe, USA, Japan, China and Korea. The lifestyle magazine 
Wallpaper has listed John Sebastian as one of the top 20 designers in the world.  
 
John Sebastian has also worked with DuPont™ Corian® in the past. For example, in 2007 
he designed the “Leaf” tray for Corian®’s 40th anniversary and the “Verve chair” for an 
exhibition in Bang & Olufsen’s Milan store during the 2008 Milan Design Week. 
 
 

  
Leaf tray, design John Sebastian, created for “Corian: 40 Years – 40 Designers” exhibition 
 

  
 
Verve chair, design John Sebastian, 2008 Milan week of design 
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Technical information 
The kitchen is fabricated with 12mm DuPont™ Corian® solid surface (in Glacier 
White colour), adopting advanced CNC machinery and thermoforming techniques. 
The fabrication of DuPont™ Corian® has been done by the Swedish company 
Snickarbolaget. The countertop of the kitchen is made with 30mm thick DuPont™ 
Zodiaq® quartz surface (in Mystique Black colour), fabricated by the Swedish 
company Värnamo Glas adopting advanced CNC equipment. 
 
The “Haptech” kitchen installation also features: 
- flooring made in DuPont™ Zodiaq® (colour: Concrete Grey), in 12 mm thickness, 
appropriate for flooring and wall-cladding 
- 3m long wall clad with 6mm DuPont™ Corian® (colour: Glacier White), an example 
of the capabilities of this material to be used as wall cladding in both indoor and 
outdoor environments 
- the new 966 sink in DuPont™ Corian® 
- translucent cabinets made in DuPont™ Corian® Ice White 
- ATAG’s appliances 
 
 
Quotations from key people 
– We are very proud of our cooperation with John Sebastian as we have been inspired by 
him and his attitude to design for many years. DuPont’s strategy has also always been to 
focus on innovation; this creative kitchen design, together with the introduction of the quartz 
material DuPont™ Zodiaq®, positions us as a leading player in the world of innovative 
products and technologies, says Christian Ekwall, Managing Director at DuPont Building 
Innovations in the Nordic countries. 
 
– DuPont’s collaborative work with creative minds has always been very important for us, as 
it contributes to our own understanding of the possibilities that exist in our materials. John 
Sebastian’s innovative design shows the potential of the combination of DuPont™ Corian® 
and DuPont™ Zodiaq® – both in terms of technical aspects and aesthetics, comments Helle 
Jensen, Area Manager for DuPont™ Corian® and DuPont™ Zodiaq® in Denmark, and 
project manager for the Haptech installation. 
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About DuPont™ Corian®  - An exclusive product of DuPont, DuPont™ Corian® 
(www.corian.com), DuPont™ Corian® is a solid surface material used in a wide range of 
applications in segments as varied as hospitality, healthcare, catering, publics spaces and 
retail, as well as in home furnishing, furniture, lighting and decorative objects. It is a non-
porous solid surface material that is stain-resistant, easy to clean, durable, renewable and 
repairable. Available in about 100 standard colours, DuPont™ Corian® can be shaped into 
virtually any conceivable design. 
 
About DuPont™ Zodiaq®  - DuPont™ Zodiaq® (www.zodiaq.com) is a premium 
decorative surfacing material that combines the strength and beauty of natural quartz 
in a palette of creative and versatile colours with superior consistency of structures 
and tones. It lends itself to a wide range of horizontal and vertical applications.  
 

About DuPont  - DuPont is a science-based products and services company. 
Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by creating sustainable solutions 
essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people everywhere. Operating in more 
than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative products and services for 
markets including agriculture and food; building and construction; communications; 
and transportation. 

  
An introduction to the overall offer of DuPont for architecture, interior design, building 
and construction markets is available at www.buildingonscience.dupont.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Media contact: 
(Nordic countries): Malin Franzén, Patriksson Communication, +46 (0) 8 528 00 590. 
malin@patrikssonpr.com. 
(Other countries): Claudio Greco, DuPont Building Innovations, Public Relations and Media 
Relations Manager (Europe, Middle East and Africa), claudio.greco@dupont.com 


